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I’J );_‘/,/—/;Z;F,r/ /f_‘ r,/O |nternational Jnfo. the_ University"s Botanic Garder] in 1998. We were also
7 | delighted to welcome your President, Professor Kuramatsu

Bt EE S EORNLIER in August 2000. We hope this will be the first of many
visits from our colleagues at Tohoku Gakuin.

I know that as the relationship between Durham and
Tohoku  Gakuin  flourishes, we will find even more
connections. | hope that in future years we will be able
to use these similarities as a foundation for building
on our partnership and consequently promote
understanding and friendship between not only our
students but also the Sendai region and the North-East
of England. We offer our sincere wishes that Tohoku
Gakuin will continue to prosper and flourish in 21st
century.

It is my great pleasure to offer congratulations from

the University of Durham to Tohoku Gakuin University on

the occasion of its 50th anniversary. We are delighted

to count Tohoku Gakuin among our partner universities in

Japan and although our relationship is recent, it is

already  becoming apparent that there are many

similarities between our two institutions.

One striking similarity is 1in our geography. Durham is

located about three hours north of London, similar to

Sendai®s position in relation to Tokyo. Sendai 1is the

economic centre of northern Japan and the North-East

region of England is also an important economic area for

the UK, with Newcastle as the main city and Durham, a

university town, located 15 miles to the south. Unlike

Newcastle, which grew from the ship-building and coal- Durham  Castle
mining industries in the 18th and 19th centuries,

Durham, with its UNESCO World Heritage site of the

Cathedral and Castle has strong links to earlier

historical periods, stretching back to the foundation of

the Cathedral in the 11th century.

Like Tohoku Gakuin University, the University of

Durham has strong connections with the Church. The

Bishop of Durham donated his official residence, Durham

Castle to become the first of the constituent colleges

of the \University of Durham 1in 1832. This marked the
formation of the first university in England since

Oxford and Cambridge several centuries previously. Our

close links with the Church continue to the present day;

the Department of Theology is one of the best in the UK,

and two of our Colleges offer training for Anglican and

Catholic priests.

All the main subject areas offered at Tohoku Gakuin

are also taught and vresearched at Durham. We are
particularly excited about our new £ 12 million

Institute for Particle Physics Phenomenology which will

be completed in 2001. Durham already has the largest

particle physics research group in the UK, but with new
buildings and more research staff, we will be the base

for the UK"s international collaboration in this area.

We also have world class research in other areas of

Physics and Engineering and would welcome suggestio

for collaboration from our Japanese colleagues. Ursinus College
In recent times, this region of England has seen |MHgRkiin and Marshall College
invard investment from Japan, so Japanese culture |iS Fachhochschule Wiesbaden
well known and respected. The University first offered Pyongtaek University
Japanese  language teaching in 1981 and now has| alankai University
separate Department of East Asian Studies. We have |higiversity of Durham
many visitors from Japan; the Crown Prince visi ec?mverSIty of Ulster
Durham Cathedral in 1989 and the Japanese Ambassagpr

planted a cherry tree (of which there are many
Durham, much to the surprise of Japanese visitors)

Kenneth Calman

Cathedral Castle

in
iTrP‘ 022-264-6425/6404
E-mail“ 1CO tscc.tohoku-gakuin.ac.jp”
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