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John La Farge and his Medievalism

Japonism and the Revival of Stained Glass
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John La Farge (1835-1910), the pioneer of
American Japonism, was also the pioneer of the
revival of stained glass art in America. The
combination of Japonism and stained glass,
which is Western par excellence, might seem
curious. But both were facets of 19th century
Medievalism. John La Farge invented the use of
opalescent glass and Louis Comfort Tiffany
(1848-1933) popularized it and has become
famous worldwide. We would like to reconsider
the beauty of stained glass from the perspective
of Japonism in its historical context.
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"The Family of John La Farge, its Connections
with Boston Brahmin Society and Place in American History"
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John La Farge (1835-1910) ™™

The Fish and Flowering Branch
c.1890

Leaded stained and opalescent glass
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston

Edwin E. Jack Fund and funds donated
anonymously
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John La Farge (1835-1910)

Joshua Commanding the Sun to Stand Still
c.1909

Opalescent leaded glass

McMullen Museum of Art, Boston College
Gift of Oliver La Farge Hamill, 2016.65.
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"Windows to the East: The Japanese Influence on La Farge ‘s Stained Glass"
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