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1. Aphra Behn OB & Love-Letters R NDE =

1640 Aphra born

1642 the Civil War

1649 Charles I executed

1653 Oliver Cromwell appointed
Lord Protector

1660 The Restoration

1663 Aphra went to Suriname

1664 Aphra came back to England

1665-67 The Second Dutch War

1667 Aphra went to Antwerp as a spy

1670 The Forc’d Marriage

1673 Test Act

1677 The Rover; or the Banish’d Cav-
alier

1678-81 The Popish Plot

1681 The Second Part of The Rover
1682 Exclusion Crisis

1683 Rye House Plot

1684 Love-Letters Part 1
1685 Charles II died. James II
enthroned

1685 Monmouth’s Rebellion

1685 Love-Letters Part II

1687 Love-Letters Part 11

1688 Oroonoko

1688 June. James II begot a son

1688 Nov. William came to England
with troops

1688 Dec. James II exiled to France

1689 16 Apr. Aphra Behn died.

2. Love-Letters BRI DB =

Lord Berkley

Lord Grey — ##%# — Lady Mary Zi— Monmouth

Ik gt

Turner — 4%¢#% 1 — Henrietta Berkley
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A Key to Love Letters

Grey = Philander, Henrietta = Silvia, Turner = Brilljard, Monmouth =
Cesario

Mary = Mertilla

Part I, IIT

Octavio (fictional)

3. Love-Letters #5t &
3-1
Perhaps you’ll be out of humour, and cry, why the Devil did’st thou dedicate the
Letters of a Whigg to me, but to make you amends, Sir, pray take notice Silvia

is true Tory in every part... (6)

Grey/Philander 75 /& fllJk (Whig), Silvia/Henrietta 7% Tory TH 5% = &
WEECHHE L T A T

3-2

LADY LAMBERT. Is there such God-like Virtue in your Sex ?
Or, rather, in your Party.
Curse on the Lyes and Cheats of Conventicles,
That taught me first to think Heroicks Devils,
Blood-thirsty, leud, tyrannick, salvage Monsters.
But I believe 'em Angels all, if all like Loveless.

What heavenly thing then must the Master be,
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Whose Servants are divine ? (The Roundheads, 5.1.379-86)

/IR ERGHHR) OBWEEROBINCE,NLERIR (FEHIIR) O
T, &M, Behn 28IfE T LIZLIZHWHBEOETH L, 22
b Loveless &\ 9 ERIREEDFEH %L ‘God-like’ & KIFSI1TEFD, 20
kv 7 ‘Master’ TH 2 & ZADEEIZENUIELZESL LWAIZRLDES
I, LV TUNRT TR L M) v 7,

3-3 Silvia to Philander

Is it for addition of titles ?  What elevation can you have much greater than
where you now stand fix’d ? If you do not grow giddy with your fancied false
hopes, and fall from that glorious height you are already arrived to, and which,
with the honest addition of loyalty, is of far more value and lustre, than to

arrive at crowns by blood and treason. This will last ; to ages last : while

t’other will be ridicul’d to all posterity, short liv’d and reproachful here, infa-
mous and accursed to all eternity. Is it to make Cesario king ? Oh what is
Cesario to my Philander ? If a monarchy you design, then why not this king,
this great, this good, this royal forgiver ? This, who was born a king, and born
your king ; and holds his crown by right of nature, by right of law, by right of

heaven itself ; (41)
Duke of Monmouth 73> < 5 KHL LT3 #F L C & 72 [E £ Charles II 3 35

2 b, F72, Tory 7% EMHEMIZHOFEH % Silvia VS & ZAHIZHTE
Ho
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3-4 Philander to Silvia
If the strongest sword must do it, (as that must do it) why not mine still ?
Why may not mine be that fortunate one ? Cesario has no more right to it

than Philander ; (45)

Philander W2 L N ) v 2iE, JIOH L L DD by TIZVDOD T2,
EWVI) BLEL WM. B ETEICS 2 b rd, EEHTS
Whig %, ZOEMIE, BUERIZEVWSDIZLTWw L,

3-5 Philander to Silvia

he is so dull as to imagine that for his sake, who never did us service or good,

(unless cuckolding us be good) we should venture life and fame to pull down a
true monarch, to set up his bastard over us. Cesario must pardon me, if I
think his politics are shallow as his parts, and that his own interest has undone

him ; (46)

FEE O HFEE T3, Monmouth (& Grey D3 L W ABRIZH D,
Grey % ‘cuckold’ |2 L CT\V72bIF 7228, ZDHNRT 4 73 > Tohb Love-
Letters DI CH R SN 5,

3-6 Philander to Silvia

I rushed upon her, who, all fainting, lay beneath my useless weight, for on a
sudden all my power was fled, swifter than lightning hurried through my
enfeebled veins, and vanished all : not the dear lovely beauty which I pressed,

the dying charms of that fair face and eyes, the clasps of those soft arms, nor
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the bewitching accent of her voice, that murmured love half smothered in her
sighs, nor all my love, my vast, my mighty passion, could call my fugitive
vigour back again : oh no, the more I looked—the more I touched and saw, the

more I was undone. (59)

Philander |&, [ %7 CT% ] N&W, $74bbH Sivia & DEVG] XD
T, WEERREICH> Tz Z &5 5 22 S5 fFT. Behn 25BIfE
THWC &7, U RBNZMR 7 (FNEBIENEZMATWA I EDE
BETbHb) ERROL —0— L IZERKT, [ERSE] T [
DT »F - & —u—7D% Philander 2 D72,

3-7 Philander to Silvia

—Come—sweet child, come : — ‘—’ With that I pulled back and whispered—
‘Heavens ! Would you make a mistress of me ?” —Says he— ‘A mistress,
what would’st thou be a cherubin ?” Then I replied as before— ‘I am no
whore, sir,—No,’ cries he, ‘but I can quickly make thee one, I have my tools
about me, sweet-heart ; therefore let us lose no time, but fall to work :’ this
last raillery from the brisk old gentleman, had in spite of resolution almost
made me burst out into a loud laughter, when he took more gravity upon him,
and cried—‘Come, come, Melinda, why all this foolish argument at this hour in
this place, and after so much serious courtship ; believe me, I'll be kind to
thee for ever ;” with that he clapped fifty guineas in a purse into one hand, and
something else that shall be nameless into the other, presents that had been

both worth Melinda’s acceptance : (61)
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$ 9 —>Philander D7 > F - b — O —PEPBEINENLIZE Y — F75,
DY, 37%bE, Silvia & OFEEE R 3-6 DFIHGHEOBERT,
NHZ BT 2 72008 L CTH#IT LD & $ 4 Philander %, 57 ? Melinda
& FLMGE 2 72 Silvia DA, FADIZL L) ETLDTHLH, T2 F Tk
JEIIZHB & L S A7z Philander 12, TEEHADEA TS RV AHET)
EFFICTAH] LV HIIIRZEINDIET D v HEBRBIAPTREIC
# a9 Behn fEm M3 2 FE2 T, ZofEmTdH, Whig 0%
WD EBEONB N L&A L TWD,

3-8 Silvia to Philander

I smil’d on you ; and sometimes kiss’d you too ; —but for my sister’s sake, I
play’d with you, suffer’d your hands and lips to wander where I dare not
now ; all which I thought a sister might allow a brother, and knew not all the
while the treachery of love : oh none, but under that intimate title of a brother,
could have had the opportunity to have ruin’d me ; that, that betray’d me ; I

play’d away my heart at a game I did not understand ; nor knew I when ’twas

lost, by degrees so subtle, and an authority so lawful, you won me out of all.

(22)

—J T Tory @ Silvia 1, /NHOBWH, V=V 0hroenr—A1ly
FRUCLISEHSZEOTCWD DI, HODPEERMIITET5 A
WMEsH &0id, BUROREONRERL LML LTAY—FLTWA,

3-9 Narrator

She ... loved to see adorers at her feet, especially those in whom all things, all
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graces, charms of youth, wit and fortune agreed to form for love and
conquest : she naturally loved power and dominion, and it was her maxim, that

never any woman was displeased to find she could beget desire. (278)

Silvia ¥ ZHNET 58 ) FOMEG D502, ML) 2% 35
L7 L) —Hind b, Sivia AL ) RoTENETIZTE 0L F AL,
BOFIIHERZEANTZLIZE ST, Bz 5L, HHEATHKED
MREGDIET, MICHRETLIEMEZa oL L&) ET5, &w
HMEE L B LIZE 5T, THb,

3-10 Silvia to Octavio

I have but one game to play, and I beseech you not to be surprised at it, it is to
promise to marry Sebastian : he is eternally at my feet, and either I must give
him my vow to become his wife, or give him hope of other favours. I am so
entirely yours, that I will be guided by you, which I shall flatter him in to gain
my liberty ; (297)

Philander & OB D, Silvia i, DWICH O [F— 4] #F#ES 3
VIBICE T D BEICHRE SN LA LME A2 E2EHRNICBLTTO,
WH i b ifte, WEDHED D H 5 F 1 Octavio  EIZT 5 D72,

3-11 Narrator
‘Go, tell your States,” cried he,—‘they are a company of cynical fops, born to
moil on in sordid business, who never were worthy to understand so great a

happiness of life as that of nobler love. Tell them, I scorn the dull gravity of
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those asses of the commonwealth, fit only to bear the dirty load of State-

affairs, and die old busy fools.” (281)

Silvia @ Octavio |Zx 3 2 8% Lo [HFI] 121, HIFEFEF Octavio ~
®, Tory £7%# Silvia D EFl & W IH D H S, Octavio T4+ 7 ~ ¥ AT
Philander/Grey O S Hi#& &\ ) BR%E 7275, ‘commonwealth’ &\ 9 5El1E, T
BAE DRI OIFIHI T O A » 77 » FOIREICHRE ST 5585 & L T
T\ /2o Silvia DBRE Lo [BHA] 3, B, 12772 F2Bib
Tory @ Whig IZ2x 3 2B E2EHEXALIOTHLH 5,

3-12 Narrator

‘Oh how I hate thee, traitor ! who hast the impudence to continue thus to
impose upon me, as if [ wanted common sense to see thy baseness : for what
can be more base and cowardly than lies, that poor plebeian shift, condemned
by men of honour or of wit.” Thus she spoke, without reminding that this
most contemptible quality she herself was equally guilty of, though infinitely
more excusable in her sex, there being a thousand little actions of their lives,
liable to censure and reproach, which they would willingly excuse and colour
over with little falsities ; but in a man, whose most inconstant actions pass
oftentimes for innocent gallantries, and to whom it is no infamy to own a thou-

sand amours, but rather a glory to his fame and merit ; I say, in him, (whom

custom has favoured with an allowance to commit any vices and boast it) it is

not so brave. (312)

PRanted121&, 28R D F R (D) 2835 L, = AL — AR RAE
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L72RED Lo T DS, 20 [, [BIZEFS N5
HEINZWwb o] OFEZEHL, ThEEOI R LTS, LRI
Ik (5] o2& T, BUoMmARITIIZEAz BT 52 2L S AHFT
DOHNEE 7255, Philander DMFEIIED SN2 b D TELeh o7, LFED
FIIHEO T2,

3-13 Narrator

Never was any thing so magnificent as this ceremony, the church was on no
occasion so richly adorned ; Sylvia chanced to be seated near the Prince of
Mechlenburgh, who was then in Brussels, and at the ceremony ; sad as she
was, while the soft music was playing, she discoursed to him, though she knew

him not, of the business of the day : ...I myself went among the rest to this

ceremony, having, in all the time I lived in Flanders, never been so curious to

see any such thing. (379-80)

Z o) TR \ZVER Behn €D NZ W2 % L A 0H %,
BB IRWAE S O, Behn 257 T ¥ ¥ — AMTITIZ A A & LT T

CEREMTHY AT T T — AFEATWE] EFED B [T
IZ, Behn TOANZE LR WHBPABRRIIETZLESRZFTR 50

Love-Letters ®H1121%, Behn & [FlE S N7 TV EEED F [FA] 25,
PR —ERHICERFER LI TE L TWwD, LW BHYH L D72,

3-14
SIR CAUTIOUS. But being so, if I shou’d be good-natur’d, and give thee

leave to love discreetly—
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LADY. FULBANK. TI'd do’t without your leave, Sir.

SIR CAUTIOUS. Do’t—what, cuckold me ?

LADY. FULBANK. No, love discreetly, Sir, love as I ought, love honestly.
SIR CAUTIOUS. What, in love with any body, but your own Husband ?
LADY. FULBANK. Yes. (The Lucky Chance, 5.2.118-124)

Love-Letters &[RRI H PN 72EZ RO T, Behn (&, HIFTIFIC [#F
S RIEBET 2L EBL SE TV D, EO0IH % CREEL T
% Je® Sir Cautious (Z[[1) T, Lady Fulbank i& [H LD 2] A%
BTHIELEETT b N EHIE OMNIES LT 5, MWD THIRE
Wil ¥ v 7 7 ¥ —%, Behn 1 Love-Letters & [RIFFHIIZH VT a7z,

3-15

All T ask, is the Priviledge for my Masculine Part the Poet in me, (if any such
you will allow me) to tread in those successful Paths my Predecessors have so
long thriv’d in, to take those Measures that both the Ancient and Modern Writ-
ers have set me, and by which they have pleas’d the World so well : If I must
not, because of my Sex, have this Freedom, but that you will usurp all to your
selves ; Ilay down my Quill, and you shall hear no more of me, no not so much
as to make Comparisons, because I will be kinder to my Brothers of the Pen,
than they have been to a defenceless Woman ; for I am not content to write for
a Third day only. I value Fame as much as if I had been born a Hero ; and if
you rob me of that, I can retire from the ungrateful World, and scorn its fickle

Favours. (Preface to The Lucky Chance, 217)
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Z D The Lucky Chance DRI LT, Behn ¥, HEBXHETH 2208
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e 10U EHRITTET, TR NIERELTOHBREHALH -7
9720, e OENTHHiZ TIPS Twb, & Behn (Z& LT
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Love-Letters D7 7%>C, Silvia 2’ BRI FHOAAED 72O EEIC[L 2 &
%, TFZ Behn 2 < R S L5500 F [FA] 3FRH L T2, BiEIZIE
FFENDHPLMITITFF SN2V E W) IRPIZ, THHIZBWTHIE> T
NA U, HRNZBOTHHFET L RO ZEHBHIZ, SiviaDLE & B
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50 B X ®

Behn, Aphra. The Works of Aphra Behn. Ed. Janet Todd. Vols. 1-7. London : William
Pickering, 1992-1996.

58





