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R Peter Kropotkin, Mutual Aid: A Factor of Evolution, Lon-
don: William Heinemann, 1903. 2WEE 5 V" R RS @ -
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It is not love to my neighbour — whom I often do not know at
all — which induces me to seize a pail of water and to rush to-
wards his house when I see it on fire; it is a far wider, even
though more vague feeling or instinct of human solidarity and so-
ciability which moves me. So it is also with animals. --- It is a
feeling infinitely wider than love or personal sympathy — an in-
stinct that has been slowly developed among animals and men in
the course of an extremely long evolution, *--.
---But it is not love and not even sympathy upon which Society is
based in mankind. It is the conscience — be it only at the stage of
an instinct — of human solidarity. It is the unconscious recogni-
tion of the force that is borrowed by each man from the practice
of mutual aid; of the close dependency of every one’s happiness
upon the happiness of all; and of the sense of justice, or equity,
which brings the individual to consider the rights of every other
individual as equal to his own. Upon this broad and necessary
foundation the still higher moral feelings are developed.
HORR UMM F-QuRo e’ mER
HIHDN | RONEHE L~

Under the present social system, all bonds of union among the
inhabitants of the same street or neighbourhood have been dis-
solved. In the richer parts of the large towns, people live without
knowing who are their next-door neighbours. But in the crowded
lanes people know each other perfectly, and are continually
brought into mutual contact. Of course, petty quarrels go their
course, in the lanes as elsewhere; but groupings in accordance
with personal affinities grow up, and within their circle mutual aid
is practised to an extent of which the richer classes have no idea.
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-+ In a thousand small ways the mothers support each other and
bestow their care upon children that are not their own. Some
training — good or bad, let them decide it for themselves — is
required in a lady of the richer classes to render her able to pass
by a shivering and hungry child in the street without noticing it.
But the mothers of the poorer classes have not that training.
They cannot stand the sight of a hungry child; they must feet it,
and so they do.
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%O 244 <=" [“The Thoughts of Marcus Aurelius,” &c.,p. 139
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=& Charles Darwin/David Haek, Die Abstammung des
Menschen und die Zuchtwahl in geschlechtlicher Beziehung,
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Der moralische Sinn bietet vielleicht die beste und hochste
Unterscheidung zwischen Mensch und niedrigen Tieren; allein
ich brauche hieriiber nichts mehr zu sagen, da ich vorher erst be-
miiht war, zu zeigen, daf} die geselligen Instinkte — das erste
Prinzip der moralischen Konstitution des Menschen"” — mit Hil-
fe der regen intellektuellen Krifte und der Wirkungen der Ge-
wohnbheit, natiirlicherweise zu der goldenen Regel fiihren: ,,Was
du willst, da3 andere an dir thun, das thue auch an anderen“ —
und die ist der Grundstein der Moral.
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