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A Japanese novelist SHIBA Ryotaro wrote a series of books “Going along the Road” on his domestic as
well as overseas travels to trace the history of Japan. With the background of his rich knowledge, in his
books, Shiba gave deep insights into the history of Japan and Japanese together with a lot of key words for
contemplating them. In this research note, a first report is given of constructing a data base on Shiba’s
books. At the same time, aiming at capturing an aspect of Japanese language, the distribution of frequen-
cies of the initial sound of words appearing in “Going along the Roads” is surveyed.
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